
EECS 395 Objective-C Style 
Guide

The guidelines here are a simplified/relaxed form of the Appleʼs guidelines, available 
here: http://developer.apple.com/documentation/Cocoa/Conceptual/CodingGuidelines/
CodingGuidelines.html

• Class names start with a capital letter, are singular, donʼt have any underscores, and 
all words begin capitalized:

• Good:
• Recipe
• RecipeViewController
• RecipeDetailView

• Bad:
• recipe
• Recipes

• Variables start with a lowercase letter, donʼt have any underscores, and the first letter 
of all words but the first are capitalized:

• Good:
• Recipe *recipe;
• NSArray *recipeArray;
• NSArray *ingredients;

• Bad:
• NSArray *Recipes;
• RecipeViewController *view_controller;

• Each chunk of a method name starts with a lowercase letter, later wordsʼ first letters 
are capitalized, no underscores, no abbreviations (except super common ones like 
XML, JPEG, etc.)

• Good:
• -recipeWithID:
• -writeRecipe:toDatabase:
• -combineIngredientsFromRecipe:withIngredientsFromRecipe:

• Bad:
• SetRecipe:
• setCQFW:
• combineQw:andDesc

http://developer.apple.com/documentation/Cocoa/Conceptual/CodingGuidelines/CodingGuidelines.html
http://developer.apple.com/documentation/Cocoa/Conceptual/CodingGuidelines/CodingGuidelines.html
http://developer.apple.com/documentation/Cocoa/Conceptual/CodingGuidelines/CodingGuidelines.html
http://developer.apple.com/documentation/Cocoa/Conceptual/CodingGuidelines/CodingGuidelines.html

